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 On order of the Court, the application for leave to appeal the May 2, 2017 
judgment of the Court of Appeals is considered and, pursuant to MCR 7.305(H)(1), in 
lieu of granting leave to appeal, we VACATE that part of the judgment of the Court of 
Appeals addressing the best interests determination, and REMAND this case to the 
Wayne Circuit Court for reconsideration of whether terminating respondent’s parental 
rights is in the best interests of the child.  MCL 712A.19b(5).  The trial court judge failed 
to articulate whether her generalized concerns regarding the lack of permanency and 
stability for younger children placed with a guardian are present for this child.  On 
remand, the trial court shall make an individualized determination as to whether 
terminating respondent’s parental rights is in the best interests of respondent’s youngest 
child without regard to a generalized policy disfavoring guardianship for children under 
the age of 14.  The trial court shall receive additional evidence from the parties as 
necessary to make this determination.   
  


